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Baptism of the Holy Spirit
By KEITH L. BROOKS
"Tarry ye until ye be endued with
power from on high" (Luke 24:49).

For some years the expression "baptism of the
Holy Spirit" has been heard little in Fundamental
circles. Some Bible Institutes in recent years
have abandoned the term in their teaching of the
doctrine of the Spirit, except as it is confined to
an initial collective experience of the early dis
ciples at Pentecost. Whereas the great evangelists
of the last generation exhorted men to "seek the
baptism of the Spirit," and earnest ministers of
all evangelical denominations, did the same, today
the Pentecostalists seem to have a monopoly on
the term (except for a few old-fashioned ex
horters) and many Fundamentalists shun its use,
holding it to be unscriptural for this age and
savoring too much of extremism. In short, many
seem to have decided upon the expression-"filling
of the Spirit" in referring to the abundant life
which is available to believers. Why is this?
Articles recently have been appearing from the
pens of some well-known leaders of orthodoxy,
stressing the baptism of the Spirit as the great
need of the church today. Scripture passages have
been used in a way convincing to many, and
earnest Christians who feel their lack of power,
are seeking the "baptism." Messages which the late
R. A. Torrey preached with great power on this
subject are being quoted. Moody and others are
cited.
Dr. Torrey taught that the "baptism" was the
essential equipment for service and witnessing and
there is no question but that thousands came into
the Spirit-filled life as a result of his messages.
No one can accuse Dr. Torrey of moving in
"Pentecostal" circles or of bordering on fanaticism.

His teaching bore no relation to the view that
one cannot know that he is saved unless he has
spoken in tongues. In his later years when some
teachers began raising objection to the term, we
often heard Dr. Torrey say that he would not
argue about terms: what he wanted was to get
Christians to fully abandon their lives to Christ
and to be "full of the Spirit".
The Significance of Pentecost

Let us come to the Scriptures to clear our
thinking. Is "baptism" the Scriptural word to use?
We note in the first place that the tongues mani
festations at Pentecost was the outcome of be
lievers being "FILLED with the Holy Ghost."
"They were ALL (individually) filled with the
Holy Ghost and began to speak with other
tongues" (Acts 2:4). We do not escape the
tongues manifestation, therefore, by choosing
Paul's expression: "Be filled (full) with the
Spirit" (Eph. 5:18). It is in fact striking that
skeptics at Pentecost accused those who were
Spirit-filled of being "filled with new wine" (Acts
2:13), and Paul says: "Be not drunk with wine
wherein is excess but be filled with the Spirit."
He goes on to show that these God-intoxicated
believers will become hilarious in praise to God,
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.
Peter explained that this overflowing of the
Spirit was the answer to Christ's promise that
upon His return to the Glory the Spirit would
he sent in mighty power (Acts 2:33); "He that
believeth on me, as the Scripture hath said, out
of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. But
this spake he of the Spirit which they that believe
on him should receive, for the Holy Ghost was
not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet
glorified" (John 7:38-39). One recalls also the
word of the Baptist: (Matt. 3:11 )-"I indeed
baptize you with water unto repentance, but he
that cometh after me . . . shall baptize you with
the Holy Ghost and with fire."
Some take the position that "baptism with the

Holy Ghost and with fire" describes two great
events separated by a dispensation. They say that
when Christ comes to reign, He will come with
avenging fire. This view seems strained, however,
when it is noticed that the word "with" is not in
the text. The statement is simply: "with the
Holy Ghost and fire"-describing one occasion.
The natural reference is to Pentecost, when the
Spirit came with tongues of flame and all were
made flaming evangels for Christ. We conclude
that the "rivers of living water" and the "bap
tism in the Holy Ghost and fire" pointed forward
to Pentecost and the initial outpouring of the
Spirit. In the case of the disciples, this experi
ence was subsequent to conversion. for Christ was
not yet glorified at the time they were saved.
Notice again that having spoken of the Spirit
as "shed forth" or "poured forth" at Pentecost,
Peter said: "This is that which was spoken by
the prophet Joel; and it shall come to pass that
in the last day, I will pour out of my Spirit on
all flesh." Turning to Joel's prophecy, we find
that the Pentecostal baptism signified "the pouring
out of the Spirit." Peter's comment was "He
hath shed forth (poured) that which ye now see
and hear." The effect of this outpouring was
that "they were all FILLED."
Peter's final appeal was (Acts 2:38): "Repent
and be baptized every one of you for the remission
of sins and ye shall receive the GIFT of the Holy
Ghost." Do we not receive the GIFT of the
Spirit when we are saved (Jn. 3:5; I Cor. 3:16:
6:19-20;
Eph.
1:13-14;
Rom.
8:9,
14)?
Peter adds that this promise of the gift of
the Spirit upon conversion, ( v. 39) "is unto you
and your children and to all that are afar off, even
as many as our God shall call." (cf. Eph. 2:13).

No Repetition

of Pentecost

Still we find no hint that there was to be a
repetition of the exact experience of the group at
Pentecost who were present when the "baptism"
( outpouring, shedding forth) took place-and we

would like to suggest that the word means a com
plete immersion. Well does this word fit the
description of what occurred on that day when
all the house was filled with the mighty inrush
of the Spirit, when tongues like as of fire sat upon
them and when they were submerged and filled
until they lost all control of themselves. (Acts
2:2-3).
The whole context naturally suggests that these
miraculous signs were given to arrest attention
and confirm the Gospel truth, securing the rapid
spread of the Gospel among the many different
nationalities represented at the Feast. Thus the
precious Seed was handed out and carried to the
many countries from which these foreigners had
come. Christ was preached simultaneously in
many different sections and a great harvest sprung
up everywhere as a result.

The Central Truth of Pentecost
The question is: Are we to expect another
Pentecost baptism-another outpouring, another
shedding forth of the Spirit? Or what is the
essential truth of Pentecost which we are to seize
upon?
The central fact of Pentecost was that they
were FILLED with the Spirit and "endued with
power from on high" (Lk. 24:49) enabling them
to go everywhere witnessing with divine unction
(Acts 1:8). WE do not have to tarry for the
coming of the Spirit, but it has certainly been the
experience of the vast majority of Christians that
this "unction" (I John 2:20) or "anointing" (I
John 2:27) or "fullness" (Eph. 5:18) of the Spirit
has come at some time "subsequent to conversion,
and it has usually been connected with special
times of prayer and heart searching (Acts 4:31).
Dr. Torrey taught that power of the Spirit for
service was to be earnestly sought in prayer (Lk.
11:13)
and we believe this to be sound advice.
Many are living without power because thev have
not earnestly sought it. There are doubtless some

who, at the time of conversion, make such a com
plete surrender to God that they experience full
ness of life simultaneously with the gift of life
through the Spirit, but the majority are not
brought to surrender until some special experience
brings them to face their need of power for
service.
But some take us to Acts 10:44-47 to show us
that Gentiles at the home of Cornelius witnessed a
second Pentecost. There is little here, however,
that answers to the description of Acts 2, although
"the Holy Ghost fell on all them that heard the
Word" and it was shown that "on the Gentiles
also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost."
They also magnified God, speaking with tongues.
This, be it remembered, was another pivotal point.
Prior to this the Gospel had been offered to Jews
only and the Spirit poured out upon the company
of Jewish disciples. It was now demonstrated
that the gift of the Spirit was not to be withheld
from believing Gentiles. Relating this later at
Jerusalem (11:15), Peter said: "The Holy Ghost
fell on them as on us at the beginning." Thus
was Peter's word in Acts 2:39 confirmed. Think
ing of these two unique occasions, Peter adds :
(11:16): "Then remembered I the word of the
Lord, how that He said, John indeed baptized with
water, but ye shall be baptized with the Holy
Ghost."

The Spirit-Filled Life Essential
The fact remains that the word "baptism" as
used of the Spirit, was used only prior to Pente
cost and is not used afterward except with refer
ence to the original outpourings upon Jewish and
Gentile believers, thus forming the Body to be
comprised of believing Jew and Gentile united by
the Spirit to the risen Christ. The one reference
to the Spirit's baptism in the Epistles is in I Cor.
12:13-"By
the one Spirit we are ALL baptized
into the one body . . . all made to drink into the
one Spirit." This would show that every true
believer is brought under the benefits of that bap
tism which created the one body of believers.

There is no suggestion that each believer is to
look forward to some repetition of Pentecostal
miracles as evidence that he has been united by
the Spirit to the Body.
The constant exhortation of the New Testament
writers is that those born of the Spirit should
yield their bodies a living sacrifice that they might
experience the fullness of the Spirit for joyous
and effective service. Let it be clear, however, that
"there are diversities of gifts by the same Spirit
. . . differences of administration but the same
Lord . . . but the manifestation of the Spirit is
given to every man to profit withal . .." (I Cor.
12:4-10). The Spirit "divides to every man sev
erally as he will" the faculties for service ( v. 11) .
We cannot demand the identical manifestation that
has been given to another, nor prescribe how the
Spirit shall use us. Our great concern is to bear
"the fruit of the Spirit" ( Gal. 5:22-23).
The
Spirit-filled life is essential as a convincing evi
dence of sonship (Rom. 8:9). It is necessary to
the enjoyment of our inheritance (I Cor. 2:12).
It is the one source of power in witnessing (Acts
1:8). It is primary to a holy life (Rom. 8:2). It
is the key to happiness (Gal. 5:22). It is the chan
nel of divine love (Rom. 5:5). It is commanded
of God (Eph. 5:18).
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